
greystones  

best day trips 

kilmartin and crinan 

 

 
 
distance: 

driving time: 

35 miles each way 
about 1 hour 15 minutes each way (without stops) 
 

directions: 
 
From Greystones, drive out along Dalriach Road. Turn left just after the Atlantis Leisure and 
follow the road through Oban, heading south on the A816. 
At Loch Melfort, you will pass Arduaine National Trust Garden. 
Continue south to Kilmartin. 
Carry on towards Lochgilphead. At Cairnbaan, take the right turn onto the B841 to Crinan. 
Follow the same route back to Oban. 

 

suggested lunch stops: 
 
Loch Melfort Hotel, Arduaine 
 
Museum Café, Kilmartin 

Bar food in Chartroom Bistro 
 
Soup and snacks 



sights along the way: 
 

 

1 Arduaine Garden: 
 
Arduaine is a 20-acre coastal garden warmed by 
the North Atlantic drift, with an extensive plant 
collection, particularly rhododendron species, late-
flowering perennials and ferns, and with superb 
coastal views. 
 
 

2 Kilmartin: 
 
The area around Kilmartin Glen has some of 
Scotland’s most outstanding large cairns, used as 
tombs around 5,000 years ago.  
 
The museum at Kilmartin provides a good overview 
of the history. The graveyard at Kilmartin church, 
next to the museum, contains some impressive 
sculpted gravestones. Nearby, you can see some of 
the cairns. 
 
Just north of Kilmartin is the ruins of Carnasserie 
Castle, a 16

th
 century fortified house.  

 
To the south-west of Kilmartin lie two stone circles 
at Temple Wood.  
 
South of Kilmartin is the rocky promontory of 
Dunadd, once the capital of ancient Scotland and 
the coronation site of the first Scottish kings. 
 
 

3 Crinan: 
 
Crinan is a picturesque fishing village at the 
western end of the Crinan Canal. The canal was 
opened in 1801, linking Crinan to Ardrishaig, and 
built so that boats could avoid the long journey 
around the Mull of Kintyre, cutting the distance from 
130 miles to 8 miles. The canal is still used today. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


