
greystones  

best day trips 

glencoe drive 

 

 
 
distance: 

driving time: 

90 miles 
about 2 hours 20 minutes (without stops) 
 

directions: 
 
From Greystones, drive out along Dalriach Road. After Atlantis Leisure, cross diagonally left up 
Deanery Brae and turn right at the King’s Knoll onto the A85. Drive through Connel and Taynuilt, to 
Lochawe and on to Dalmally.  Just past Dalmally, turn left onto the B8074 along Glen Orchy. At 
Bridge of Orchy, turn left onto the A82 to Glen Coe.  
At the roundabout at Ballachulish, take the turn to Oban on the A828. Drive through Appin and 
Benderloch before crossing the Connel bridge. At the bottom of the bridge, turn left back to Oban 
and Greystones. 

 

suggested lunch stops: 
 
Loch Leven Seafood Café 
 
 
 
 
Pierhouse Hotel, Port Appin 
 
 
Castle Stalker Café, Appin 

At Balluchulish, take the Fort William road over the bridge 
and turn left onto the B863 to Kinlochleven. The café is 4 
miles along the road and serves exceptional local shellfish. 
(Tel: 01855 821 048 to check opening hours in winter). 
 
Turn right off the A828 at Appin to Port Appin/ Lismore ferry. 
Great setting overlooking the isle of Lismore. Lunch 12-2. 
 
Great setting overlooking Castle Stalker. Good homemade 
food. 



sights along the way: 
 

 

1 Loch Etive:  
 
Just under Connel bridge, you will see the Falls of 
Lora, an unusual waterfall where the direction of the 
falls changes with the tide. The village of Taynuilt 
was once one of Scotland’s iron-smelting centres 
and Bonawe Furnace has been conserved to show 
what an 18

th
 century ironworks looked like.  

 

2 Loch Awe: 
 
Loch Awe is dominated by the massive Ben 
Cruachan, a mountain with a hydro-electric power 
station inside it (there is a visitor centre with a tour 
inside the mountain, if you need to escape from the 
rain!). 
St Conan’s church sits below Ben Cruachan and 
has ornate woodwork and elaborate carvings, 
including fragments from Iona Abbey. 
At the head of Loch Awe stands the imposing ruin 
of Kilchurn Castle, a Campbell stronghold built in 
the 15

th
 and 17

th
 centuries. It was abandoned in the 

18
th
 century. 

 

3 Glen Coe: 
 
Glen Coe is regarded by many as Scotland’s finest 
glen. Recently used for filming in James Bond’s 
Skyfall, the scenery is dramatic, whatever the 
weather. The Visitor Centre tells the tragic story of 
the Massacre of Glencoe which occurred in 
February 1692, when the Campbell troups 
slaughtered 38 of the MacDonald clan, supposedly 
for their failure to take an oath of allegiance to King 
William III.  
 

4 Ballachulish: 
 
This was once Scotland’s main slate producer, with 
600 men producing 16 million slates a year at the 
peak in the 1880’s. Steps under the Ballachulish 
bridge lead to a memorial to James Stewart who 
was hanged here in 1752 for the murder of Colin 
Campbell, a government official. Stewart was 
undoubtedly a scapegoat convicted by a partisan 
court and Robert Louis Stevenson used this 
miscarriage of justice in his novel Kidnapped. 
 

5 Castle Stalker:  
 
This romantic castle on a rocky island (not open to 
the public) was built in the 13

th
 century. In 1689 it 

was exchanged for an 8-oared galley during a 
drunken spree! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


